
ROCC Equipping Classes
April 2021



Historical Christianity, 
Contemporary Faith   



Series 1: Church History
Series 2: The Bible
Series 3: Creeds, Confessions, and    

Sacraments

Historical Christianity,             
Contemporary Faith    



To gain a deeper understanding 
and appreciation for the origins, 
views, and significance of these 
distinctly ”Christian” practices …

Creeds, Confessions, 
and Sacraments



Creeds, Confessions, 
and Sacraments

… in order to grow in personal 
worship and be equipped for 
opportunities of gospel sharing.



Week 1: Creeds & Confessions
Week 2: Sacraments - Lord’s Supper
Week 3: Sacraments - Baptism

Creeds, Confessions, 
and Sacraments



Creeds & Confessions: I Believe …
April 11, 2021  (Week 1 of 3)  



Creeds

What is a creed? 



Latin ‘credo’ (I believe)

A simple summary of 
beliefs; easy to memorize 
and purposed for identity.



Creeds

Not a pledge, or oath.
Not a supernatural appeal.
Not a motto.



Creeds

Not the Bible, but …
completely biblical.



Creeds - Origin
“Jesus is Lord”
1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Romans 10:9-10
1 Timothy 3:16



“Rule of Faith” 
1 Corinthians 11:2
2 Thessalonians 3:6

Creeds - Origin



Apostles Creed
Baptismal Formulas
5th-7th c. “Final” 

Creeds - Origin





Nicene Creed
AD 325 Constantine Council
Statement Against Arianism

Creeds - Origin





Athanasian Creed
Chalcedonian Creed
Orthodox – “Straight Belief”
Heresy - ”Choice”

Creeds - Origin



Creeds - Views

“No Creed, but the Bible.”
Ritual, mere liturgy. 



Creeds - Significance
Essential vs. Nonessential
Unifying Priority to Worship
Identifying Heresy
“What do you believe?” 



Confessions

What is a confession? 



Latin ‘confiteri’ meaning 
‘to acknowledge’
A creedal declaration with 
statements of unique or 
denominational doctrine ...



… purposed for teaching 
and further identity. 

Latin ‘confiteri’ meaning 
‘to acknowledge’



Confessions

Open Acknowledgement
Early Ecumenical “Creeds”
Reformation Documents



Emperor Charles V

Confessions - Origin





Lutherans – Augsburg (1530)
Formula of Concord (1577)
Anglican – 39 Articles (1571)
Reformed – Canons of Dort (1619)
Presbyterian – Westminster (1648)

Confessions - Origin



Confessions - Origin
Baptist – Baptist C of Faith (1689)
Methodists – Articles of Religion of the 
Methodist Church (1808)
Roman Catholic – Trent (1563),   2nd

Vatican (1965), C of CC (1990)



Confessions - Origin
Eastern Orthodox – Orthodox 
Confession of Faith, Acts of the 
Jerusalem Council (1672)



Westminster Confession of Faith
Framework for Doctrine (Essential 
and Non-Essential)
Alignment of ”the rooms” – Lewis

Confessions - Significance





thewestminsterstandard.org



Luther Small Catechism
Westminster Catechisms
New City Catechism

Catechism’s (teaching)





Creeds & Confessions: I Believe …
April 11, 2021  (Week 1 of 3)  


