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JOSEPHUS



Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction
of Herod's army came from God as a just
punishment of what Herod had done against John,
who was called the Baptist. For Herod had killed this
good man, who had commanded the Jews to exercise
virtue, righteousness towards one another and piety
towards God. For only thus, in John's opinion, would
the baptism he administered be acceptable to God,
namely, if they used it to obtain not pardon for some
sins but rather the cleansing of their bodies,
inasmuch as it was taken for granted that their souls
had already been purified by justice.



Now many people came in crowds to him, for they
were greatly moved by his words. Herod, who feared
that the great influence John had over the masses
might put them into his power and enable him to
raise a rebellion (for they seemed ready to do
anything he should advise), thought it best to put
him to death. In this way, he might prevent any
mischief John might cause, and not bring himself into
difficulties by sparing a man who might make him
repent of it when it would be too late. Accordingly,
John was sent as a prisoner, out of Herod's suspicious
temper, to Machaerus, the castle I already



mentioned, and was put to death. Now the Jews
thought that the destruction of his army was sent as
a punishment upon Herod, and a mark of God's
displeasure with him.



JOSEPHUS



About this time lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought 
to call him a man. For he was the achiever of extraordinary 
deeds and was a teacher of those who accept the truth 
gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. He 
was the Messiah. When he was indicted by the principal 
men among us and Pilate condemned him to be crucified, 
those who had come to love him originally did not cease to 
do so; for he appeared to them on the third day restored to 
life, as the prophets of the Deity had foretold these and 
countless other marvelous things about him, and the tribe 
of the Christians, so named after him, has not disappeared 
to this day. 



Alternative: At this time there was a wise man called 
Jesus, and his conduct was good, and he was known to 
be virtuous. Many people among the Jews and the other 
nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to 
be crucified and to die. But those who had become his 
disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They reported 
that he had appeared to them three days after his 
crucifixion and that he was alive. Accordingly, he was 
perhaps the Messiah, concerning whom the prophets 
have reported wonders. And the tribe of the Christians, 
so named after him, has not disappeared to this day.



JOSEPHUS



Convening the judges of the Sanhedrin, he brought 
before them the brother of Jesus who was called the 
Christ, whose name was James, and certain others. He 
accused them of having transgressed the law and 
delivered them up to be stoned. But those of the city 
residents who were deemed the most fair-minded and 
who were strict in observing the law were offended at 
this. Accordingly, they secretly contacted the king 
[Herod Agrippa II], urging him to order Ananus to desist 
from any more such actions, for he had not been 
justified in what he had already done.
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JUSTIN THE MARTYR

Justin Says: No one in his right mind gives up piety 
for impiety.  

The Prefect Rusticus says: If you do not obey, you will 
be tortured without mercy. 



JUSTIN THE MARTYR

Justin replies: That is our desire, to be tortured for 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, and so to be saved, for that 
will give us salvation and firm confidence at the 
more terrible universal tribunal of Our Lord and 
Savior. 

All the martyrs said: Do as you wish; for we are 
Christians, and we do not sacrifice to idols.
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WHY READ EARLY CHRISTIAN



HIPPOLYTUS



At the hour in which the cock crows, they shall first 
pray over the water. When they come to the water, 
the water shall be pure and flowing, that is, the water 
of a spring or a flowing body of water. Then they shall 
take off all their clothes. The children shall be 
baptized first. All of the children who can answer for 
themselves, let them answer. If there are any 
children who cannot answer for themselves, let their 
parents answer for them, or someone else from their 
family. After this, the men will be baptized. Finally, 
the women, after they have unbound their hair, and 
removed their jewelry. No one shall take any foreign



object with themselves down into the water.  Then, 
after these things, the bishop passes each of them on 
nude to the elder who stands at the water. They shall 
stand in the water naked. A deacon, likewise, will go 
down with them into the water. When each of them 
to be baptized has gone down into the water, the one 
baptizing shall lay hands on each of them, asking, "Do 
you believe in God the Father Almighty?" And the 
one being baptized shall answer, "I believe." He shall 
then baptize each of them once, laying his hand upon 
each of their heads. Then he shall ask, "Do you 
believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was born



of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, who was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, and died, and rose on 
the third day living from the dead, and ascended into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of the Father, 
the one coming to judge the living and the dead?" 
When each has answered, "I believe," he shall 
baptize a second time. Then he shall ask, "Do you 
believe in the Holy Spirit and the Holy Church and 
the resurrection of the flesh?" Then each being 
baptized shall answer, "I believe." And thus let him 
baptize the third time … Give a kiss a peace and say, 
“The Lord be with you.”
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